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IffrERHATIOlillL 


Ttalian jiM^ in papal plot triai keep workmg. 

evra during recess 


ByPiurKtnn 

3lwcWteTli>Cht1i<in8c>tn(^llo^ 


Though the papal plot trial is formally in recess dur- 
®g tha traditional Italian summer holida[y presiding 
Judge Severino Santia p ic hi , Prooecutcsr Antonio Marini 

and otho* court officials have 

jyiJU^YSIS taken very little time^. 

— ; Th^ have used the recess to 

delve deeper into the connec- 
tioiu among more than a dozen Tiuks, in Eun^ and 
their homeland, who in one way or another have been im- 
plicated in the case. 

During the first 10 weeks of the Rmne trial, which be- 
gm at the ^ of M^, Mehmet Ali Agca, the Pope’s con- 
vict^ a ss a il a n t, cited previously-known and new n«mAo 
in his often ccmfiising testimony. 


Origin of the a laga d plot dhputed 

The murky aspect of Mr. Agca’s testimony has raised 

many queatkau. What has been 1^ motive? Is he in- 
sane? Is he deliberately trying to undftrminft what he told 
Judge Dario BAartella in 1983? Has he somehow been 
bou^t off by the KGB, the Soviet secret police, on prom- 
ise of eventual rescue, as some Polish emigrte suggest? 
Or is the so-called Bulgarian connectkm.a fiction, the inr 
vention of SISMI, the Italian intelUgence service, work- 
ing in coofunction with the United States Central Intelli- 
gence Agency? 

Soviet and Bulga rian ioumaliste md officials cotv 
e ciurent cor‘'““‘^‘‘ ’■ - 




wi^curreiMry 

‘^liese lU)^ judges are no fools.” daclares Victor 
Pisano, a Roms lawyer wbo baa apsrialiaail in study ^ 
B ul ga ri a n links to tSRoriain in It^. “Tlicy woidd not 
have started this trial if th^ had not felt that tbsy had a 
good case and one that rests on more than Agca’s tsati* 
mony. But th^ may not have reckoned with Agca’s the- 
atrics, though they made it easy for him by giving him 
such a prominent role in the first weeks of the 
proceedings.” 

Prosecutor Marini went to Turkey on July 22 and con- 
ferred at length with Turid^ judicial officials who have 

bean involved in tile whole ooimileK of inveatigatioQa and 
trials of Bolgarim «y port e d ’nnldsh mafia figures and ' 
man who were Unked to Ago. 


the press, “Omar Ay’s evidenoe is serious enough to 
dhai^ the course of the trial.” 

After preliminary interrogation in Istanbul, Marini ar- 
ranged for Sadat Sirri Kadem, a man who until now had 
figured only on the dim margins of the caae, to be flown 
to Rome to confront Agca. Mr. Kadcsn claimed to have 
lefifet political views and acknowledged knowing Agca 
as a boyhood frfend, hut denied all involvement in 
’ Agea’s criminal aedvitiea. 

Chi meeting Kadem in Rome, Agca declared: “Yes, 
this is Sedat Sirri Kadem, the fourth Turk involved in 
the attack.” (Agca has said that Ay, his boyhood friend 
Ohal C>elik, Kadem were with h^ the diy he shot the 
Pope.) 

Kadem replied angrily “You are inventmglfaB so you 
can retract them latw. iOo are confusing even yooi^f 
with your febrications.” 

The only thing that dearly emerged from the ensuing 
confrontation, unless Marini was pursuing an aim that 

has not yet heoome publicfy apparent, is ' 
that either Agca m Kadem is lying. 


TnithhwdtogMat 

“There has bean a great deal of lying go- 
ing onat this tirial,” says a veteran Turid^ 
joumaliatr.:* “and it is not (Hily by Ag^” 
Ihia man has no doubt about Agca’s sanity. 

“Ha is bargaining,” he says, “in a dm- 
perate attempt to try to improve his situa- 
tion. Here he is — sentenced to death 
hanging in Tuik^ and life imprisonment in 
Italy — he feels he has nothing to lose by 
employing aiy tactic that mi^ ease hu 
plight” 


Marini tlien in terrog ato d Omer Ay who is inqniaoned 
in Elazig’. Me Ay’s name was one of the first that came 
to light as a possible acoom^ioe of Agca in St Pstar’s 
Square. After two days of mtarrogatmg Ay, Marini told 



Agca’alaatimonyis 
a Md to Roma )udgM 


Raputad Turidah smuggler wanted in Rome 

A man whom both l^rks and Italians see as a k^ fig- 
ure in the case remains to be heard from: Bekir (Telenk. 
He was released by Bulgaria and sent back to Turkey in 
early July 

Mr. Cdenk, along with reputed Turidsh-mafia godfe- 
ther Abuzer Uguriu and more than 20 alleged accom- 
plices, is a defendant in a trial in Ankara, iSukey. New 
charges that Calenk siqgiorted smuggling, suberversion, 
and terrotiam have been added to the indictment against 
him. Tiskfeh lap! ndea made it impossible fat Italian 
prosecutor Marini to sse him during his recent visit 

“I definitely have to interrogate Bekir Celenk,” 
Marini declared on leaving Istanbul in early August. He 
said he wotdd return to Turkey in mid-September to 


tafepl 
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quBitiaii Gthsk. 

Turtclnttw Mtit wte id i 

The Italian offidala in chaiga of die 
Rome trial have alao interrogated another 
Turk, Samet Aialan, in prison in the Nether^ 
He had come from Wast Germangr 
And was arrested on May 14 this >e^ dw 
last day of the Pope’s Dutch visit. Lit tle is 
known about him, and his only link to Agca 
is a very tenuous one: the gun he carried 
when he was arrested r^xwtedly came from 
the as Agca’s. Some observers 

subnet that Me Arslan’s venture was de^ 
eratdy arranged to ieinf(xce the inqireeskm 
til At a groiq) of right’Wing Turks were Mill 
pursuing the Pope. 

After weeks of testunoDy, the most concrete evidence 
of Agca’s Bulgarian conneetkm remains the lirt of tele- 
pliniw* numbers be carried on him when cau^it in St. Pe- 
ter’s Square on May 13, 1981, and his admission during 
his initiAl interrogation — confirmed by the passprat he 
carried — that he had spent taro months in Bulgaria in 
the summo* of 1980. 

The trial in Rome will reconvene in mid-Sqitemba’ 

and is expected to continue for several months. 

Paul Heaze, author of “The Pki to Kill tie 
Pope,” served oa tite National Security' Couodl dur- 
ing the Carter administration. He is now a consul- 
tant fortbeRandCorporationinWasbington, D.C, 
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